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Commissionerõs Update

Brenda Fitzgerald, MD 

Commissioner, DPH



Legislative Update

David Bayne 

Government Relations Director 



FY 2017 Budget Update

Kate Pfirman, CPA 

Chief Financial Officer, DPH



FY 2017

Attached agencies not included

Total Budget: $654,042,326

Other Funds
$14,007,059 

2%

Federal Funds
$397,247,775 

61%

Tobacco Funds
$13,717,860 

2%

State General Funds
$229,069,632 

35%



FY 2017 Budget Highlights
ü Provide funds for merit-based pay adjustments & employment 

recruitment & retention initiatives effective July 1, 2016 - $7,300,606

ü Additional salary increase for registered nurses to address 

recruitment & retention issues in the highest turnover classes -

$3,687,332

ü Additional salary increase for licensed practical nurses to address 

recruitment & retention issues in the highest turnover classes -

$526,875

ü Increase funds for the sixth year phase-in of the new general grant-in-

aid formula to hold harmless all counties - $1,388,991

ü Replace federal funds for Womenõs Health program - $651,897



FY 2017 Salary Adjustments

Merit Based Pay Adjustments
üThree percent (3%) increase effective July 1, 2016

üSeparate GIA 001 allocation to lead county

Special Allocation for Nurses
üCompensation distribution based on nursing series jobs 

& pay grades

üCriteria to include tenure and distance from market rate

üSeparate GIA 001 allocation to lead county with funding 

identified by position



FY 2017 Budget by Program

STATE GENERAL FUNDS FY 2017  

Statewide Changes

Merit-based pay adjustments and employment recruitment and retention 
initiatives $7,981,602 

Increase funds to provide for an additional salary increase for registered nurses 
to address recruitment and retention issues in the highest turnover classes $3,737,277 

Provide for an increase in the employer share of the Employees' Retirement 
System contribution rate to provide a one-time benefit adjustment of 3% to 
retired state employees $166,595 

Adjustment to premiums for DOAS administered self insurance programs ($144,672)

Adjustment in TeamWorks billings $55,158 

Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in merit system assessments $12,182 

Departmental Administration

Provide funds for telehealth maintenance and infrastructure $122,196 

Adolescent & Adult Health Promotion

Replace federal funds $651,897 

Increase funds for the Positive Alternatives for Pregnancy and Parenting Grant 
Program $2,000,000 

Increase funds for the Biomedical Prevention Clinic $100,000 



FY 2017 Budget by Program

STATE GENERAL FUNDS FY 2017  

Epidemiology

Increase funds for the Georgia Poison Center to support additional staffing needs$150,000 

Infant & Child Essential Health Treatment Services

Increase funds to provide therapies for individuals with congenital disorders $1,722,240 

Transfer the Maternal and Infant Early Childhood Home Visitation (MIECHV) grant 
funds from the Department of Human Services to the Department of Public 
Health for home visiting services (Federal funds: $1,089,366) YES

Increase funds for the Medical College of Georgia Sickle Cell Center at Augusta 
University $117,178 

Infant & Child Health Promotion

Eliminate one-time funds for the Rally Foundation for Childhood Cancer Research($25,000)



FY 2017 Budget by Program

STATE GENERAL FUNDS FY 2017  

Office for Children and Families

Transfer funds for supporting Georgia's children and families from the 
Governor's Office for Children and Families to the Department of Public Health$824,505 

Public Health Formula Grants to Counties

Increase funds for the sixth year phase-in of the new grant-in-aid formula to 
hold harmless all counties $1,388,991 
Increase funds to provide for an additional salary increase for Licensed Practical 
Nurses (LPN) to address to recruitment and retention issues in the highest 
turnover job classess $526,875 

Vital Records

Increase funds to provide for new Vital Records facility real estate rent $522,725 

TOTAL STATE GENERAL FUNDS$ 19,909,749 



FY 2017 Bonds

GENERAL OBLIGATION (G.O.)BONDS FY 2017 

Clinical Billing Information Technology System $4,800,000 
Facility Repairs and Maintenance (Waycross & Decatur 
laboratories) $400,000 

TOTAL G.O.BONDS  $    5,200,000 



QUESTIONS?



Bond Sale Resolution

Kate Pfirman, CPA 

Chief Financial Officer, DPH



Nicole M Kosacz, MPH

MCH Epidemiologist III Manager, DPH

Overview of Georgia PRAMS
(Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring System)


